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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, February 9, 2022, 
opening at 7:32 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:   Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   Cowper, Segal 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Attorney Schultz, and Clerk Dryden 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Salmi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for February 
9, 2022, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. January 12, 2022, Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12198, DD4478-4506, EFT1642-1650; and 

A/P check #’s 51729-51760, EFT & ACH 2573-2583; TOTALING: $266,668.28. 
C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police Reports for January 2022.  

  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no committee reports. 
 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  
      
There were ten people in the audience.  
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Brandon Becker stated he knows Martin will be retiring at some point. He requested a quarterly 
report on the process/steps being taken in preparation for this. He is concerned with all the things 
Martin does. He wants an open and up-front process. If they are going to farm out some stuff 
they need to be diligent and very involved in the process. He would like the report to show the 
timeline, Martin’s job description, and the steps being taken along the way.  
 
Noah Arbit introduced himself and stated he is running for House 20th District. He is from West 
Bloomfield and is hoping to get to know the city and council over the next couple of months. He 
will be on the August Primary ballot and then hopefully the November ballot. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
  
Martin noted he doesn’t have any real comments since we just had a meeting last week. There 
are a couple of extremely important items on the agenda tonight.  
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki welcomed Noah and thanked Becker for his comments on the City Manager. He noted 
a transition item is on the agenda tonight. 
 
Salemi appreciates Noah coming and introducing himself. He looks forward to getting to know 
him. Salemi also appreciated Becker’s comments on the City Manager.  
 
Clarke expressed there has been great discussions at the last few meetings. They all agree that 
community events are important to the city. Discussion on the boards and commissions, we want 
to encourage and maintain volunteers. He asked everyone to email their public comments. They 
need more public comment to make the best decisions. He reminded everyone when discussions 
get contentious to hold back outward cheers of support until after the meeting has ended. He 
doesn’t want anyone to be intimidated or discouraged from imposing their point of view.  
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Appointments to Boat Dock Committee  A2-003-22 

 
Mayor Clarke appointed Patty Harrop, Ed Robbins, Debbie Booth, Jennifer Becker, and Jocie 
Balmann to the Boat Dock Committee for a one-year term. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to confirm the appointment of Patty Harrop, Ed 
Robbins, Debbie Booth, Jennifer Becker, and Jocie Balmann to the Boat Dock Committee for a 
term ending 12/31/2022. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:     None 
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        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
b.  Water System Operation and Maintenance Agreement with Oakland County  CA-001-22 
c. Sewer System Operation and Maintenance Agreement with Oakland County  CA-002-22 

          
Martin reminded everyone this is part of the succession plan that they have discussed for years, 
with Martin’s retirement. Water Resources Commission, WRC, will provide the service for 
operation and maintenance and satisfy the legal requirements for the waterworks system operator 
that Martin holds.  . He reiterated, the city will still own the systems (water and sewer). The city 
will control the finances, the capital improvements, setting the water/sewer rates with assistance 
and recommendations from the WRC and our Engineers. They will respond and be responsible 
for water main breaks, etc.  
 
Zubrzycki feels this is a good option for the city. He asked what the initial cost is for the budget. 
Martin stated we are not expecting any initial change to the budget. Normally we would be 
discussing water/sewer rates right now. In working with WRC, they will help come up with 
suggested rates. City Council will still have the final say/approval. Martin noted each fund has a 
fund balance to carry us through for a little bit and get a feel for how Oakland County will 
handle and operate. What kind of improvements we may want to make into the systems. Martin 
is confident they are in good shape.  
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the Water System Operation and 
Maintenance Agreement with Oakland County as presented. WA-001-22 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the Sewer System Operation and 
Maintenance Agreement with Oakland County as presented. SW-001-22 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
d.  Seawall Contract      CA-003-22 L1-001-22 

 
Martin shared this seawall project will replace the remaining 700’ (appx.) of steel seawall from 
the beach to the newer vinyl seawall. 
 
Martin would like to discuss the possibility of installing boulders from the section of wall from 
the beach to where it begins the curve toward Telegraph. He is still waiting on a cost for this. 
Ecologically this would be better, and it would be beautiful. Two thoughts – stop the vinyl 
seawall as it gets to the curve and then install boulders around the beach or install the vinyl all 
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the way and then put the boulders in front. If they are interested in the boulders, Martin will go 
ahead and get the prices. 
 
Salemi stated the $118,000 has been budgeted already. If they added the boulders it would be an 
additional cost. Martin clarified; it may be an additional cost. If they stop the vinyl at the curve 
and put in boulders he is guessing it probably won’t be any additional cost or will be less. Salemi 
is looking at the longevity and asked if it is worth doing now? Martin stated boulders will last 
forever. It would make the most sense to do it now.  
 
Zubrzycki asked how the boulders at the point are holding up and if they need any resetting. 
Martin stated the boulders at the point and Lakeview were installed with egg rock behind it; we 
can’t have that at Ferndale. It will all end up in the water. They would have to be bigger boulders 
which can’t be lifted or kicked. They have to be substantial boulders. Zubrzycki likes the boulder 
idea.  
 
Clarke is concerned with boulders right by the beach with kids jumping off them. He sees the 
positive and negative with it. He is concerned with a boat getting lose and then hitting into the 
boulders. Boulders break the wake up. There are more positives than negatives and worth the 
consideration.  
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the estimate from JZ contracting to 
install approximately 700 feet of vinyl seawall at the cost of approximately $118,000 with 
boulders if the cost is not more, subject to the approval of the contract agreement by the City 
Manager and City Attorney. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
e.  Adjourn to Executive Session to Discuss Collective Bargaining Agreement Pursuant to 

MCL 15.268© 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to adjourn to executive session to discuss 
collective bargaining agreement pursuant to MCL 15.268©. 
 

Yes: Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned to closed session at 7:59 p.m. 
At 8:23 p.m. City Council reconvened the regular City Council meeting. 
        CA-004-22 P1-001-22  
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve to Police Collective Bargaining 
Agreement for April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2026, as presented. 
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 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
           

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


